This gospel about the one who was searched for was revealed to those who were perfect through the mercy of the Father: the hidden mystery, Jesus, the Christ. Through him he enlighted those who were in darkness because of oblivion. He enlightened them and showed them a way, and that way was the truth that he taught them.
Thomassen remarks that this passage "makes use of the early Christian 'Revelation-Schema,' . . . Christ is God's mystery, hidden to previous generations, but revealed at the present moment in history." In a footnote he cites Rom 16:25; 1 Cor 2:7-10; Eph 3:9; Col 1:26, and studies by Rudolf Bultmann, Nils Dahl, and David Hellholm. Paul's relationship to Gnosticism has been assessed in various ways by scholars. Bultmann argued that Gnostic motifs had entered Hellenistic Christianity even before Paul, and he argued that Paul was certainly influenced by Gnostic motifs. 5 For example, he argued that Paul interpreted the death of Christ "in the categories of the Gnostic myth, regarding his death as unifĳied with his incarnation and resurrection or exaltation." 6 Of course Bultmann also argued that Paul's theology included non-Gnostic or even anti-Gnostic elements.
The anti-Gnostic interpretation of Paul was taken up by two of Bultmann's students, Walter Schmithals and Ulrich Wilckens. 7 They argued that Paul's opponents in Corinth were Gnostics, and Paul argued vigorously against their theology. I took up their arguments in my 1968 dissertation, The Pneumatikos-Psychikos Terminology, 8 and argued that Gnosticism was not to be found at all in Paul's Corinthian correspondence. Instead, the opponents of Paul in Corinth advocated a wisdom mysticism akin to that of Philo of Alexandria. Involved in the discussion between Paul and his opponents is the use of the term "mystery."
It used to be argued that Paul's use of the term "mystery" was influenced by the Graeco-Roman mystery cults, a position that is still upheld in some quarters. But that idea was defĳinitively laid to rest with the publication of Raymond Brown's slim but very important work, The Semitic Background of the Term "Mystery."
9 He fĳinds that the New Testament usage should be interpreted against the background of the concept of "mysteries" in post-exilic biblical writings, especially Daniel; the Pseudepigrapha, especially the Enoch literature; and the Qumran literature. I have adopted 4
